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Health  Department, 


1 1  Finkle  Street, 

Stockton-on-Tees, 

July  8th,  1938. 


To  the  Town  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen  : 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1937,  which  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  shows  a  slight  increase  on  the 
rate  for  1936,  but  compares  favourably  with  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  birth-rate  of  18  per  1,000  of  population  is  lower  than 
last  year’s  figure  but  is  still  approximately  4  per  1,000  higher  than 
the  average  rate  for  the  125  great  towns  of  England  &  Wales. 

Unfortunately  the  infantile  mortality  rate  shows  a  sharp  rise 
on  last  year’s  figure.  The  rate  for  1936  however,  was  an  except¬ 
ionally  low  one  and  it  was  not  anticipated  that  this  could  be 
maintained. 

Three  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  giving  a 
maternal  death-rate  of  2*37  per  1,000  births,  which  compares 
favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  &  Wales,  which  is  3*11. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  was  considerably  increased 
during  the  year  by  the  appointment,  in  August,  of  eight  municipal 
midwives.  This  service  has  worked  satisfactorily  but  there  are  still 
one  or  two  difficulties  to  be  surmounted. 

The  five-year  programme  of  slum  clearance  was  practically 
completed  during  the  year,  within  four  years  of  the  preparation  of 
the  scheme.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  669  houses  had  been  demolished, 
89  had  been  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  and  28  had  been  put 
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out  of  use  for  human  habitation.  In  addition  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  has  been  done  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  to  a  smaller  extent,  Diphtheria,  which  taxed  the 
accommodation  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  to  its  fullest  extent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  C.  M.  M’GONIGLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) — Land  and  Inland  Water  ...  ...  5,465 

statute  acres 

Population — At  Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  67,724 

Population — Estimated  by  Registrar  General,  June,  1937  67,170 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according 

to  the  Rate  books. . .  ...  ...  ...  17,390 

Rateable  value  of  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  £330,307 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £1,257 


Social  Conditions.  Trade  improved  in  the  town  during  the  year 
and  the  number  of  men  out  of  work  fell  in  October  to  2,977,  the 
lowest  figure  since  1929.  In  October,  1936,  the  figure  was  4,242. 
Unfortunately  the  figure  is  again  rising  and  in  February,  1938, 
3,453  men  were  in  receipt  of  unemployment  benefit.  In  October, 
1937,  239  women  and  332  juveniles  were  unemployed  and  these 
figures  had  increased  in  February,  1938,  to  288  and  395  respectively. 

There  was  also  a  drop  during  the  year  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  out-relief  from  2.030  to  1,837. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  Borough  are  connected  with 
heavy  iron  and  steel  trades  and  there  appears  to  have  been  some 
falling  off  in  trade  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  beginning  of 
the  current  year,  which  accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
men  unemployed.  It  is  difficult  to  see,  unless  new  industries  are 
are  established  in  the  Borough,  how  the  unemployment  figures  can 
be  much  improved. 

Stockton-on-Tees  is  becoming  more  and  more  a  dormitory 
town  for  workers  employed  at  Billingham  and  other  neighbouring 
places  where  employment  is  available. 

The  Stockton  Social  Service  Centre  is  doing  much  good  work 
in  the  town  among  the  unemployed.  The  centre  is  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  a  full-time  Warden  and  classes  on  a  large  variety  of 
subjects  have  been  organised.  A  series  of  talks,  followed  by  dis¬ 
cussions,  was  arranged  for  the  winter  months. 

314  unemployed  men  have  taken  advantage  of  the  Scheme 
carried  on  by  the  Stockton  Unemployed  Allotments  Committee 
which  providesallotments,  tools,  seeds  and  fertilizer  for  unemployed 
men.  The  men  have  undoubtedly  benefitted  in  health  and  received 
very  necessary  fresh  foodstuffs  for  their  families. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births  :  — 


Rate  per  1000  of  population 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

No. 

1150 

62 

Males 

616 

30 

Females 

534 

32 

1937 

17-12 

0-92 

1936 

18-82 

0-76 

'Total 

1212 

646 

566 

18-04 

19-58 

Still-births  : — 

No. 

49 

Males 

27 

Females 

22 

Rate  per  1000  Total  Births. 
1937  193G 

38-85  35-52 

Deaths  : — 

Rate  per  1000  of  population 

No. 

Males 

Females 

1937 

1936 

840 

438 

402 

12-50 

11-26 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  1937,  adjusted 
by  means  of  the  application  of  the  Comparability 
Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  is  1 3*87 
per  1,000  of  population,  compared  with  12'4,  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes, 


No. 

Rate  per 
1937 

1000  total  Births 
1936 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

079 

0-74 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

2 

1-58 

0-74 

Total 

3 

2*37 

1-48 

Infantile  Mortality  : — 


No.  of 

Deaths 

1937 

1936 

Legitimate 

82 

59 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

Totals 

86 

61 

Death-rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

1937 

1936 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

71 

47 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  71 

47 

Illegitimate  do  illegitimate 

do  64 

39 

1937 

1936 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

85 

85 

,.  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

6 

5 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

4 

8 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

12 

5 
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in  the  following  table  the  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile 
Mortality  rate  in  Stockton-on-Tees  and  in  England  &  Wales,  for 
the  years  1900  to  1937  inclusive,  are  shown. 


YEAR 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES 

ENGLAND  &  WALES 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

1900 

34-7 

20-0 

172 

28-7 

18-3 

154 

1901 

331 

19-7 

190 

28-5 

16-9 

151 

1902 

32-7 

17-2 

142 

28-5 

16-3 

133 

1903 

3D6 

16-1 

137 

28-5 

15-4 

132 

1904 

31-3 

17-5 

149 

28-0 

16-2 

145 

1905 

29-5 

17.6 

149 

27-3 

15-2 

128 

1906 

32-9 

15k9 

128 

27  2 

15-4 

132 

1907 

30-2 

17-3 

115 

26.5 

15-0 

118 

1908 

3T1 

17-5 

150 

26-7 

14-7 

120 

1909 

26-5 

14-0 

121 

25-8 

14-5 

109 

1910 

26-8 

152 

126 

25-1 

13-5 

105 

1911 

294 

16-6 

132 

24-3 

14-6 

130 

1912 

30-6 

15-6 

91 

23-9 

13-4 

95 

1913 

3E4 

18-1 

141 

24-1 

13-8 

108 

1914 

30-5 

17-7 

121 

23-8 

140 

105 

1915 

28-2 

17-9 

127 

21-9 

15-7 

110 

1916 

23-7 

16-5 

107 

20'9 

14-3 

91 

1917 

21-0 

19-0 

130 

1 7-8 

14-2 

96 

1918 

23-0 

21-3 

104 

17-7 

17-3 

97 

1919 

24-2 

16-6 

104 

18-5 

14-0 

89 

1920 

33-3 

15  6 

1C8 

25-5 

12-4 

80 

1921 

29-2 

12-9 

92 

22-4 

12-1 

83 

1922 

25-8 

15-4 

103 

20-4 

12-8 

77 

1923 

24-9 

11-9 

75 

19-7 

11*6 

69 

1924 

23-3 

14-5 

111 

18-8 

12-2 

75 

1925 

23-35 

14.38 

92 

18-3 

12-2 

75 

1926 

22-39 

13-34 

90 

17-8 

11-6 

70 

1927 

20.93 

13-55 

91 

16-7 

12-3 

70 

1928 

21-13 

12-85 

69 

16-7 

11-7 

65 

1929 

20’50 

15-26 

109 

16-3 

13-4 

74 

1930 

23-25 

12-49 

65 

16-3 

11-4 

60 

1931 

19-92 

12-51 

79 

15-8 

12-3 

66 

1932 

19-83 

12-76 

77 

15-3 

12-0 

65 

1933 

17-91 

12-72 

96 

14-4 

12-3 

64 

1934 

19-23 

12-15 

62 

14-8 

11-8 

59 

1935 

19-16 

12-23 

56 

14-7 

11-7 

57 

1936 

19-58 

11-26 

47 

14-8 

12-1 

59 

1937 

18-04 

12.50 

l!  8S 

14-9 

12-4 

58 
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Birth  Rate.  The  live  birth  rate  for  the  year  1937  showed  a 
reduction  of  1.5  per  1,000  of  population,  the  rate  being  18’04.  This 
is  the  lowest  the  rate  has  been  since  1933  when  it  dropped  to  17’91. 
The  birth  rate  for  England  &  Wales  for  the  year  was  14*9  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Death  Rate.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  12  50  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  an  increase  of  1'2  per  1,000  on  last  year’s  figure 
which  was  a  low  record  for  the  Borough,  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  was  12*40. 

Notes  on  Death  Returns  for  the  year  1937.  The  total  deaths 
registered  during  the  year,  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  was  840,  an  increase  of  87  on  last  year’s  figure.  273  or 
32 '5°/o  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  public  institutions. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  during  the  year,  with  associated 
causes  grouped  together,  were  as  follows.  Comparative  figures  for 
the  previous  year  and  with  the  last  two  five-year  periods,  are  also 
given. 


Disease 

1937 

1936 

Five-Year 

J931-35 

Periods 

1926-30 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

238 

211 

207 

159 

Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  and  other 
Respiratory  Diseases 

100 

76 

112 

174 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

85 

85 

94 

79 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

49 

50 

64 

85 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

45 

42 

42 

46 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 
Birth,  etc.  ... 

44 

33 

49 

50 

Totals 

561 

497 

568 

593 

Percentage  of  total  deaths 

67 

66 

67 

65 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


General — 

(a) 

Laboratory  facilities 

(b) 

Ambulance  facilities 

(c) 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

(d) 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(e)  Hospitals 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — 

(i) 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services 

(2) 

Institutional  provision  for  Mothers  or 

Children 

(3) 

Health  Visitors 

(4) 

Infant  Life  Protection  (under  Part  1  of  the 
Children  Act,  1908,  as  amended  by  the 
Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932) 

(5) 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  made  in  respect 
of  the  services  (a)  to  (e)  and  (2)  to  (5),  details  of  which  were  given  in 
my  annual  report  for  the  year  1930. 

With  regard  to  (1),  the  Midwifery  Service  has  been  extended 
by  the  inauguration  of  the  Corporation’s  Scheme  for  the  employment 
of  Municipal  Midwives  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  which  took 
effect  on  August  9th.  1937.  A  note  on  this  service  is  included  on 
page  44  of  this  report. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment.  A  County  Association  for  the  Care  of 
Cripples  has  been  formed  in  the  County  of  Durham  for  the  purpose 
of  the  organisation  of  a  scheme  for  the  ascertainment,  treatment, 
education,  training,  employment  and  general  welfare  of  persons 
suffering  from  crippling  defects  in  the  County  of  Durham,  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Durham  County  Council,  the  County  Borough 
Councils  of  Darlington,  Gateshead,  South  Shields,  Sunderland  and 
West  Hartlepool,  the  Town  Councils  of  Durham,  Hartlepool,  Jarrow 
and  Stockton-on-Tees  and  the  Urban  District  Councils  of  Felling 
and  Hebburn,  and  with  the  various  charitable  and  voluntary  agencies 
in  the  County. 
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The  scheme  provides  for  the  establishment  of  an  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  built  and  equipped  on  modern  lines  and  suitably  staffed, 
with  accommodation  for  100  or  more  beds,  the  majority  of  which 
would  be  reserved  for  children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  16  years, 
for  whom  educational  facilities  on  approved  lines  will  be  available. 

The  capital  cost  of  providing  the  hospital  will  be  met  from 
voluntary  funds,  assisted  by  a  substantial  grant  from  the  Commissioner 
for  Special  Areas.  No  part  of  the  capital  cost  will  fall  upon  Local 
Authorities.  The  Local  Authorities  will  be  expected  to  retain  a  certain 
number  of  beds  for  which  a  retaining  fee  would  be  paid  and  in  addition 
a  maintenance  fee  on  a  bed-day  basis  would  be  charged  to  Local 
Authorities  in  respect  of  their  patients. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics  will  be  established  at  convenient  centres 
throughout  the  area  for  the  diagnosis  of  cases  of  crippling,  whether 
adults  or  children,  their  appropriate  treatment,  their  reference  for 
residential  treatment  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  their  continued 
clinical  supervision. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  this  scheme  which 
will  fill  a  long  felt  want  in  the  Public  Health  Services  of  the  County. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water.  The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board.  This  supply  has  its  source  in  upland  gathering  grounds 
near  which  it  is  impounded  in  extensive  reservoirs  constructed  about 
30  miles  from  Stockton  in  the  valleys  of  the  Lune  and  the  Balder, 
tributaries  of  the  River  Tees.  The  supply  is  constant  and  abundant 
and  the  quality  is  good.  The  Board  has  its  own  laboratory  for  routine 
water  examination  and  also  has  frequent  independent  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  London. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  A  new  sewer  is  being  constructed  at 
Norton  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  old  system  occasioned  by  the 
extensive  building  in  that  district.  The  sewer  varies  in  size  from  9in. 
to  24in.  13,000  feet  of  this  sewer  has  so  far  been  constructed. 
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Rivers  and  Streams.  The  crude  sewage  of  the  Borough  is 
discharged  into  the  River  Tees  without  treatment. 

Closet  Accommodation.  No  house  in  the  Borough  within  a 
reasonable  distance  of  a  sewer  is  now  without  a  water  closet.  During 
the  year  1937,  one  privy  midden  was  converted  into  a  water  closet  and 
nine  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to  the  more  modern  type. 
There  now  remain  in  the  Borough  five  midden  privies,  27  pan  closets 
and  21  waste  water  closets. 

Public  Cleansing.  There  has  been  no  extension  during  the  year 
of  the  arrangements  for  public  cleansing  other  than  that  necessitated 
by  new  houses.  A  weekly  collection  is  made  and  the  refuse  is  mainly 
disposed  of  by  tipping,  about  90%  of  the  refuse  being  disposed  of  in 
this  way. 

282  ashpans  were  substituted  for  fixed  ashpits  during  the  year. 


SPECIAL  CLASSES  of  PREMISES  and  OCCUPATIONS  SUBJECT 
TO  CONTROL  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

Slaughter  Houses.  The  23  licences  for  private  slaughter  houses 
in  the  Borough  were  renewed  for  the  year.  All  are  kept  under  constant 
supervision. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the 
number  of  premises  or  the  nature  of  the  trade  carried  on  at  the 
offensive  trade  premises  in  the  Borough,  Permission  has  been  given 
by  the  Council  for  offensive  trades  to  be  conducted  on  ten  premises 
in  the  Borough. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  two  common  lodging  houses 
in  the  Borough,  providing  accommodation  for  76  single  men.  These 
premises  are  kept  under  strict  supervision. 

Houses  -  let  -  in  -  Lodgings.  The  overcrowding  of  houses  -  let  -  in  - 
lodgings  has  been  minimised  to  some  extent  by  the  application  of  the 
overcrowding  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  further 
improvement  in  this  direction  is  anticipated.  205  visits  were  paid 
to  houses-let-in-lodgings  during  the  year  by  the  inspectors. 


13 


I ents.  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  makes 
it  an  offence  for  any  person  to  allow  land  owned  or  occupied  by  him 
to  be  used  for  camping  purposes  on  more  than  42  consecutive  days, 
unless  he  holds  a  licence  issued  by  the  Local  Authority,  or  unless  the 
persons  using  the  land  for  camping  hold  such  a  licence.  Such 
licences  can  be  granted  subject  to  conditions  which  give  the  Local 
Authority  a  certain  amount  of  control  over  the  camping. 

Strict  supervision  was  maintained  during  the  year  over  the  van 
dwellers  in  the  Borough. 

Shops.  One  complaint  was  received  from  the  Shops  Act 
Inspector  of  failure  to  maintain  a  reasonable  temperature.  Notice 
was  served  upon  the  occupier  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and  the 
necessary  provision  was  made. 

Smoke  Abatement.  Several  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year  of  nuisance  caused  by  smoke  from  greenhouse  and  set-pot 
chimneys.  These  nuisances  are  difficult  to  deal  with  and  a  clause  has 
been  inserted  in  a  local  Bill  giving  the  Local  Authority  power  to  require 
these  chimneys  to  be  raised  to  a  reasonable  height. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  A  public  swimming  bath  is  provided 
by  the  Corporation.  The  accommodation  has  been  improved  during 
recent  years  and  a  chlorine  filtration  plant  installed,  with  satisfactory 
results. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  A  fair  amount  of  success  has  been 
experienced  in  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  by  spraying  infested  houses 
with  a  special  fluid  sold  for  the  purpose.  Wallpaper,  and  in  badly 
infested  houses,  skirtings  and  floor  and  window  casings  are  removed 
before  spraying. 

During  the  year  one  Corporation  and  92  privately  owned  houses 
were  sprayed. 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  all  families  re-housed  under  the 
slum  clearance  and  overcrowding  programmes  are  disinfested  with 
hydrocyanic  gas,  the  bedding  being  treated  at  the  same  time  by  super¬ 
heated  steam.  The  furniture  is  packed  into  special  containers  and 
removed  to  the  disinfestation  plant  at  a  local  chemical  works,  being 
returned  to  the  new  house  the  same  evening. 
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All  the  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  at  the  expense  of 
the  Local  Authority. 

Schools.  All  the  schools  in  the  Borough  are  now  up  to  a 
reasonable  hygienic  standard.  The  Tees  Valley  Water  Board’s  supply 
is  laid  on  to  all  schools  and  all  conveniences  are  on  the  water  carriage 
system. 

Children  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  disease  are 
excluded  immediately  by  Head  Teachers.  Children  notified  to  be 
suffering  from  infectious  disease  and  contacts  are  excluded  by  this 
Department.  During  the  year  1937,  274  children  suffering  from 
infectious  disease  and  423  contacts  were  excluded.  No  school  or 
department  was  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious 
disease. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA. 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

during  the  year  1937. 


Investigations  made  in  respect  to  notifiiable  disease  ...  494 

Premises  disinfected  re  infectious  disease  ...  ...  496 

do  do  re  vermin  ...  ...  ...  132 

Number  of  re-visits  where  cases  are  isolated  at  home  17 

Inspections  following  complaints  ...  ...  ...  404 

do  under  the  Housing,  &c.,  Acts  ...  ...  535 

do  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  330 

Inspections  of  Offensive  Trades  ..  ...  ...  206 

do  of  Workshops  and  Workplaces...  ...  306 

do  of  Factories  ...  ...  ...  15 

do  of  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  405 

do  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  126 

do  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  191 

do  of  Stables  ...  ...  ...  86 

do  of  Slaughter-houses  ...  ..  ...  3239 

do  of  Markets  and  Shops  ...  ...  1005 

do  of  Common  bodging  Houses  ...  70 

do  of  Ice  Cream  Shops  ...  ...  ...  22 

do  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  156 

do  in  regard  to  outstanding  Notices  ...  1064 
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Miscellaneous  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  478 

Visits  to  Small-pox  Contacts  ...  ...  ...  — 

Samples  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  56 

Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  ...  56 

Visits  to  Houses-Let-in  Lodgings  .  ...  205 

,,  Caravans  ...  ...  ...  49 


NOTICES. 

Housing  Public  Health 

Prel.  Stat.  Total  Prel.  Stat.  Total 

Number  of  Notices  served  during 

1937  ...  ...  ...  105  374  479  330  12  342 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with 

during  1937  ...  ...  81  384  465  318  12  330 


SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ON  INSPECTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Number 

discovered 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

do  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

do  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

do  gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

do  fallpipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

do  yard  pavements  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

do  plasterwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Miscellaneous  minor  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Insufficient  water  supply  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ..  ...  ...  12 

Nuisances  from  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Insufficient  water  supply  to  water  closets  ...  ...  2 

Defective  soil  pipes  ...  ...  . .  ...  ...  — 

do  flush  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

do  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

do  water  closet  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  16 

do  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

do  ashpans  ...  ***  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  or  blocked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

do  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

do  sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 
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(1)  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 


(1) 

(2) 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecuted 

(0 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  ^ 

1  10 

2 

— 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  J 

>  193 

3 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

)  23 

— 

. . .  — 

Totals  ...  *226  ...  5 


*  Most  of  tlie  Slaughter-houses  and  Offensive  Trade  Premises  are  either  Factories 
or  Workshops.  Frequent  visits  are  paid  to  these  premises  but  the  inspections  are 

not  included  in  this  figure. 


(2)  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 


Number  of  Defects 

Found  Remedied  Referred 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 


Number  of 
Offences 
in  respect 
of  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
Instituted 


(1)  (2) 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  Nuisances  ... 
Sanitary  Accommodation — 
Insufficient 


(3) 

8 

1 

3 

14 

1 


(4) 


(5) 


Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 
Not  separate  for  sexes  .. 
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1 


Offences  under  the  Factory 

and  Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under-  ■ 
ground  bakehouse  (si 01 )  1 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  and  offences  V 
under  the  Sections  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  j 
1921).  / 


Total  ...  37  37 


SECTION  D— HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance.  The  five-year  programme  of  slum  clearance 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  September,  1933, 
proposed  dealing  with  649  houses  in  clearance  areas,  300  houses  in 
improvement  areas  and  89  individual  unfit  houses,  during  the  years 
1934  to  1938  inclusive.  By  the  end  of  the  year  1937  the  whole  of  the 
programme  had  been  completed  with  the  exception  of  22  individual 
unfit  houses. 

When  detailed  work  on  the  schemes  was  commenced  it  was 
found  that  some  modification  of  the  proposals  as  originally  submitted 
was  necessary.  Ultimately  Clearance  Orders  were  obtained,  after 
Public  Inquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Inspectors,  in  respect  to 
twenty-five  areas,  comprising  578  houses  which  were  occupied  by 
2611  persons.  83  houses  were  excluded  from  the  areas  by  the 
Inspectors  on  the  owners  giving  undertakings  to  re-condition  the 
houses  and  five  houses  were  excluded  on  the  owners  undertaking  not 
to  use  them  for  human  habitation.  As  a  result  of  these  undertakings 
47  houses  were  rendered  fit  but  the  undertakings  in  respect  to  the 
remaining  36  houses  were  not  carried  out  and  the  houses  had  to  be 
dealt  with  later  as  individual  unfit  houses  and  they  were  demolished. 

Before  any  action  was  taken  in  respect  to  the  Improvement 
Area,  the  Housing  Act,  1935.  repealed  that  portion  of  the  1930  Act 
which  dealt  with  this  type  of  area  and  introduced  a  new  procedure, 
‘re-development  areas’  taking  the  place  of  ‘improvement  areas.’ 
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Consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of  dealing  with  the  area 
which  had  been  scheduled  as  an  improvement  area,  as  a  redevelopment 
area  but  it  was  decided  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  could  not  be 
complied  with.  The  houses  in  this  area  are  now  being  dealt  with 
individually. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  669  houses  had  been  demolished;  89  had 
been  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  and  28  had  been  put  out  of 
use  for  human  habitation.  55  houses  which  were  originally  included 
in  a  clearance  area  were  demolished  as  part  of  a  new  road  scheme. 

In  addition  to  the  work  occasioned  by  the  slum  clearance 
programme  routine  inspection  of  houses  has  proceeded  and  notices 
have  been  served  under  Section  17  of  the  1930  Act  and  later  under 
Section  9  ofthe  Housing  Act,  1936.  Under  these  Sections,  1439  houses 
have  been  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation — 943  on  statutory  notices 
and  496  as  a  result  of  informal  action.  22  houses  not  included  in  the 
five-year  programme  have  been  reconditioned  on  undertakings  given 
as  a  result  of  action  under  Section  11. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  under  these  Sections.  Houses 
are  being  provided  with  sinks  and  foodstores  ;  damp-proof  courses 
are  being  inserted  where  necessary;  new  floors  and  yards  are  being 
laid  with  cement  concrete  and  all  roofs,  woodwork,  brickwork  and 
plasterwork,  thoroughly  overhauled  and  repaired. 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding.  The  ‘appointed  day’  for  the 
Borough,  after  which  overcrowding  became  an  offence,  was  fixed  by 
the  Minister  as  July  1st,  1937.  The  work  of  supplying  certificates 
giving  the  permitted  numbers  for  houses  to  owners  is  still  proceeding 
and  as  far  as  possible  the  list  of  overcrowded  families  is  being  kept 
up-to-date. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  665  overcrowded  houses  had  been 
reduced  to  512.  113  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during 
the  year  and  the  overcrowding  was  relieved  in  266  cases. 

48  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  the  year.  A  contract  was  placed  during  the  year  and  completed 
early  in  the  current  year  for  80  large  type  houses  for  the  relief  of 
overcrowding.  Many  of  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  have  now 
been  moved  into  these  houses. 

New  Houses  Erected.  1031  houses  were  built  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  1937.  287  of  these  were  built  by  the  Corporation. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  19.37. 


1.  Inspections  of  DweIling=houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  865 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  865 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  535 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  535 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94* 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  441 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  899 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  374 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  384 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(B)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
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(C)  Proceeding’s  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  ...  512 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  512 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  3461 

(b)  (1)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  266 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  1115 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding... 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

may  consider  desirable  to  report...  ...  ...  — 

*  Undertakings  were  accepted  in  respect  to  10  houses,  not  to 
use  for  human  habitation,  and  46  houses  were  re-conditioned  on 
undertakings. 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1937  there  were  109  names 
on  the  register  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk.  These  were  made  up  as 
follows : 

81  Milkshops  and  Dairies 

12  Dairies  in  connection  with  cowsheds 

16  Persons  who  retail  milk  in  the  Borough  from 
outside  dairies 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  these  milkshops  and  they  are 
kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  25  cowkeepers  in  the  Borough,  the  number  of  cows 
on  these  farms  being  approximately  500. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  County 
Veterinary  Officer  upon  inspections  carried  out  in  the  Borough  during 


the  year. 

Number  of  visits  to  cowkeepers  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  cows  examined  ...  ...  988 

General  cleanliness  of  cows  ...  ...  Good 

General  conditions  of  sanitation  ...  ...  Good 


General  Observations 

There  are  now  eight  accredited  producers  in  the  Borough 
an  additional  producer  having  been  licensed  during  the  past 
year.  The  general  condition  of  the  cows  and  standard  of  clean¬ 
liness  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory  ....  ” 

Of  the  seven  cows  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order,  one  was  affected  with  tuberculosis  of 
the  udder  ;  the  remaining  six  being  pulmonary  cases.  ” 

Bacteriological  Examination.  During  the  year  1937,  55  samples 
of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these,  four 
were  sent  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacilli  only,  four  were  samples 
of  pasteurised  milk,  five  were  samples  taken  from  dairies  in  the 
Borough  and  seven  were  from  producers  outside  the  Borough, 
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The  results  of  the  examination  of  the  35  samples  taken  from 
producers  in  the  Borough  were  as  follows : 

In  8  samples  the  total  bacteriological  count  was  less  than  10,000 

In  9  samples  ,,  ,,  ,,  was  between  10,000 

and  50,000 

In  3  samples  ,,  ,,  ,,  was  between  50,000 

and  200,000 

In  4  samples  ,,  ,,  ,,  was  over  200,000 

(In  3  cases  no  count  was  taken) 

In  15  instances  bacillus  coli  was  entirely  absent;  in  three 
instances  the  organism  was  present  in  l'Occ. ;  in  three  instances  in 
0’lcc.  ;  in  four  instances  in  O’OOlcc.;  and  in  two  samples  it  was 
present  in  O'OOOlcc. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  eight  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test.  Three  failed  to  satisfy  this  test  but  all  passed 

the  Coliform  Test. 

The  five  samples  taken  from  dairies  in  the  Borough  showed  the 
the  following  results: 

In  one  case  the  total  bacteriological  count  was  less  than  10,000  ; 
in  one  case  it  was  between  10,000  and  50,000;  in  two  cases  it  was 
between  50,000  and  200,000  and  in  one  case  it  was  over  200,000. 

In  two  instances  bacillus  coli  was  entirely  absent ;  in  two 
instances  it  was  present  in  OTcc. ;  and  in  the  remaining  case  in 
O'OOlcc. 

A  resident  in  the  town  complained  that  he  had  purchased  a 
bottle  of  milk,  which  on  standing,  showed  a  pink  deposit.  This  milk, 
which  had  been  obtained  from  a  producer  outside  the  Borough,  was 
sent  for  examination.  The  deposit  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  presence 
of  blood,  owing  to  the  fact  that  one  or  other  of  the  cows  was  suffering 
from  Streptococcal  Mastitis.  The  facts  were  immediately  commun¬ 
icated  to  the  producer  and  to  the  Local  Authority  concerned, 
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Tuberculosis  in  Milk.  55  samples  of  milk  were  examined  during 
the  year  for  tubercle  bacilli.  The  organism  was  found  to  be  present  in  a 
sample  of  mixed  milk  of  eight  cows  in  July.  As  a  result  of  this,  four 
further  samples  were  taken  at  the  farm  and  tubercle  bacilli  was  found 
in  the  milk  of  one  cow.  This  cow  was  slaughtered  under  the  T.B. 
Order  and  the  post  mortem  examination  showed  advanced  T.B. 

In  November,  tubercle  bacilli  was  found  in  a  sample  of  mixed 
milk  from  another  farm.  Two  cows  were  isolated  by  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  and  slaughtered.  The  post  mortem  examinations  showed 
one  to  be  affected  with  T.B.  advanced  and  the  other  not  advanced. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936.  Six  licences,  three 
dealers  licences  to  sell  milk  as  1  Tuberculin  Tested,’  one  to  sell  milk 
as  ‘  Accredited,’  one  pasteuriser’s  licence  to  sell  milk  as  ‘  Pasteurised’ 
and  one  licence  to  bottle  ‘Accredited’  milk  were  granted  during  the 
year  1937. 

With  one  exception  the  four  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  taken 
during  the  year  showed  a  bacterial  count  well  below  the  standard  laid 
down  in  the  Order,  but  in  this  sample  the  standard  was  considerably 
exceeded. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1925-1931.  During  the  year,  10  cows  on 
seven  premises  were  reported  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  Five 
of  these  were  giving  tuberculous  milk  and  five  were  suffering  from 
chronic  cough  and  showing  definite  clinical  sign  of  tuberculosis.  After 
veterinary  examination  all  were  ordered  to  be  slaughtered.  The  post 
mortem  results  showed  five  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  the 
udder  and  five  to  be  affected  with  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  Nine  of 
the  cases  were  advanced  and  one  not  advanced. 

Meat  Inspection.  During  the  year  1937,  3,239  visits  were  paid 
to  slaughterhouses  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  meat  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  and  24,907  carcases 
were  examined. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  under  the  Regulations 
during  the  year,  also  particulars  of  the  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for 
food. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

4273 

490 

418 

12374 

10912 

Number  inspected 

3677 

458 

333 

10312 

10127 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

— 

1 

5 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

15 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuberculosis 

0’46 

0*21 

‘600 

'058 

098 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

7 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

25 

96 

2 

— 

83 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

076 

22'48 

'600 

— 

'839 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  The  provisions  of  this  Act  were 
observed  during  the  year.  Seven  licences  were  granted  to  slaughter¬ 
men  for  the  year  1937  and  59  licences  were  renewed. 

Inspection  of  Shops,  Stalls  and  Places  where  Food  is  prepared. 

During  the  year  regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  foods  exposed 
for  sale  on  the  stalls  in  the  markets  and  periodical  visits  were  paid 
to  all  premises  where  foodstuffs  are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored 
or  deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale.  The  premises  were  all  found  to 
be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  One  Inspector  is  on  duty  in  the 
Market  on  each  Market  day. 
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The  number  of  visits  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year  is 
given  below : 


Markets  and  Shops 

...  1005 

Slaughterhouses 

...  3239 

Offensive  Trades 

206 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

156 

Bakehouses 

405 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

191 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

22 

5224 

Other  Foods.  During  the  year  the  undermentioned  foodstuffs 
were  submitted  for  examination,  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  and 
destroyed : 

1891bs.  Chilled  Beef 
4  cans  Tongue 
40  sacks  Carrots 
3601bs.  Pears 


Action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

56  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis.  The 
number  was  made  up  as  follows: 


New  Milk 

Separated  Milk 

Vinegar 

Potted  Beef 

Sausage 

Butter 

Yeast 

Milk  Powder 

Chutney 

Jam 


45 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


56 
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With  the  exception  of  certain  samples  of  new  milk,  the  samples 
were  found  to  be  of  genuine  quality. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  samples  of  new  milk 
found  to  be  below  standard. 


Sample 

No. 

Analy 

sis 

Non-Fatty 

Solids 

Fat 

10 

8*68 

2*2 

12 

8*45 

2*6 

13 

8*60 

2*8 

14 

8'26 

3  4 

15 

8*43 

2'55 

Sample 

No. 

Analysis 

Non-Fatty 

Solids 

Fat 

16 

8*40 

2*50 

17 

8*46 

275 

24 

876 

2*85 

26 

8'66 

2*55 

28 

8*84 

2'57 

Sample  No.  10  was  taken  from  a  retailer  on  February  18th. 
As  a  consequence  of  the  fat  deficiency,  sample  No.  13  was  taken  the 
following  day  in  the  course  of  delivery.  A  further  sample  (No.  12) 
was  taken  from  the  retailer  on  March  2nd  and  on  the  same  day 
sample  No.  14  was  taken  from  the  producer.  Two  more  samples 
(No.  15  from  the  retailer  and  No.  16  from  the  producer)  were  taken 
on  March  18th.  Investigations  into  the  circumstances  of  this  series  of 
samples  pointed  to  the  fact  that  wrong  feeding  was  the  cause  of  the 
fat  deficiency  and  efforts  were  made  by  the  producer  to  bring  his 
milk  up  to  a  satisfactory  standard.  Sample  No.  24  taken  on  May  7th, 
showed  an  improvement  and  a  further  sample,  taken  on  May  29th 
showed  a  fat  content  of  3’2 °jo. 

Sample  No  26  was  taken  from  a  retailer  on  May  24th.  Owing 
to  the  deficiency  in  fat  sample  No.  28  was  taken  the  next  day  from 
the  person  collecting  the  milk  from  the  producer  and  delivering  it  to 
the  retailer.  As  this  sample  showed  a  similar  deficiency  two  samples 
were  taken  by  the  County  Inspector  from  the  farm  of  the  producer, 
which  was  outside  the  Borough.  As  both  these  samples  were  certified 
to  be  of  genuine  quality  it  appeared  that  the  fault  lay  with  the  person 
who  collected  the  milk  and  a  warning  letter  was  sent  to  him. 


27 


In  a  few  other  cases  samples  were  found  to  be  very  slightly 
below  standard,  but  in  each  case,  a  second  sample,  taken  a  few  weeks 
later,  proved  to  be  of  genuine  quality. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  The  chemical 
analysis  of  samples  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst  for  the 
County  of  Durham,  while  the  bacteriological  examination  is  carried 
out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  University  of  Durham 
College  of  Medicine  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


SECTION  F  —  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1937,  scarlet  fever 
reached  epidemic  proportions  in  the  Borough  and  the  accommodation 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  was  severely  taxed  in  coping  with  the  cases. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  279,  an  increase  of 
119  on  last  year’s  figure.  The  case-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
was  4*42  as  against  2’3,  the  rate  for  the  previous  year.  The  case-rate 
for  England  &  Wales  was  2’33  and  for  the  125  Great  Towns  of 
England  &  Wales  2'56. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year  1937?  the  number  being  130, 
compared  with  111  for  the  year  1936.  The  case-rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  was  1*90,  compared  with  1‘66  for  the  year  1936  and  with 
1*49  and  T81  the  rates  for  England  &  Wales  and  the  125  Great  Towns 
respectively.  There  were  eight  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with 
10  for  the  previous  year. 

Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  take  any  action  during  the 
year  to  provide  artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 

Pneumonia.  70  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year, 
a  decrease  of  six  on  last  year’s  figure.  The  number  of  deaths  during 
the  year  was  59,  compared  with  44  for  the  year  1936.  Home  nursing 
is  provided  in  all  cases  of  pneumonia  when  required  by  nurses  from  the 
District  Nursing  Association  under  agreement  with  the  Corporation. 
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Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  admit  any  cases  of  this  disease 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year  owing  to  the  accommodation 
being  required  for  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria. 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases.  Cases  of  measles,  whooping- 
cough,  chicken-pox,  mumps,  etc.,  occurring  among  school  children  are 
notified  to  the  Department  by  Head  Teachers  and  School  Attendance 
Officers  and  the  cases  are  investigated  by  the  School  Nurses.  Many 
cases  are  notified  to  the  Health  Department  by  parents. 


Cases  of  measles,  whooping  -  cough,  epidemic  diarrhoea, 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  puerperal  fever,  pneumonia  and  erysipelas, 
are  visited  by  a  nurse  from  the  District  Nursing  Association,  under 
agreement  with  the  Corporation,  and  if  necessary,  nursing  assistance 
is  provided. 

Disinfection.  All  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  from  infected  houses 
is  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  disinfected  by  superheated 
steam.  Infected  premises  are  disinfected  with  a  formalin  spray. 
During  the  year,  496  premises  were  disinfected.  Disinfectants  are 
are  provided  free  for  home  use. 

Bacteriological  Examination.  134  specimens  of  sputum  from 
persons  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  sent  by 
Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Borough  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year.  12  of  these  were  positive. 


The  following  specimens  were  submitted  from  patients  in  the 
Isolation  Plospital  during  the  year. 


Diphtheria  T  otal 

Throat  Swabs  520 

Nasal  Swabs  1 


Positive 

200 

1 


Enteric  Fever  Total 

Blood  Test  2 

Faeces  Test  5 

Urine  Test  6 


Positive 

2 

1 

2 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 
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A  re-arrangement  of  the  Wards  in  the  Borough  was  made  on  July  1st,  1937,  but 
the  figures  in  the  above  table  relate  to  the  old  Wards  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  from  the  different  districts  catered  for 
during  the  year  1937. 


Disease 

Total 

Borough 

of 

Stockton 

Urban 
District  of 
Billingham 

Rural 
District  of 
Stockton 

Scarlet  Fever 

501 

279 

209 

13 

Diphtheria 

201 

130 

69 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  ... 

6 

6 

— 

— - 

Totals 

714 

419 

279 

16 

Further  information  with  regard  to  the  Fever  Hospital  is 
given  below  : — 


No  of 
Patients 

Disease  remaining 

Dec.  31st, 
1936 

No.  of 
Patients 
admitted 
1937 

No.  of 
Patients 
under 
Treatment 
1937 

No.  of 
Patients 

Dis¬ 

charged 

1937 

No.  of 
Deaths 
1937 

Per¬ 

centage 

Mortality 

No.  of 
Cases 
remaining 
Dec.  31st, 
1937 

Scarlet  Fever 

49 

501 

550  (544)  477  (471) 

5 

D05 

68 

Diphtheria 

30 

201 

231  (163) 

191  (123) 

10 

7-51 

30 

Erysipelas 

— 

5 

5 

5 

— 

- — 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

3 

3 

1 

2 

66-66 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

79 

714 

793  (707)  678  (594) 

17 

2-78 

98 

The  figures  in  brackets  denote  the  number  of  actual  cases  only,  and  the  mortality 
rates  are  worked  on  these  figures. 
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The  number  of  admissions  was  160  more  than  in  1936.  The 
largest  number  of  patients  in  Hospital  on  one  day  was  111 
(December  13th,  18th  and  19th)  and  the  smallest  was  40  (July  22nd. 
The  average  throughout  the  year  was  68’75. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  maximum  daily  number  of  patients  was  82 
(December  14th),  the  minimum  27  (July  20th,  24th)  and  the  average 
46’41.  Excluding  cases  where  the  diagnosis  was  revised  the  maximum 
period  of  stay  was  115  days,  the  minimum  24  days  and  the  average 
35’08  days.  In  six  cases  the  diagnosis  was  revised  and  the  figures 
which  follow  refer  to  confirmed  cases  only. 


Complications  occurred  as  follows: 


Complication 

On 

No. 

Admission 
Percentage 
of  Admissions 

No. 

After  Admission 
Percentage  of 
Admissions 

Adenitis 

66 

13*3 

66 

13*3 

Rhinitis 

7 

1‘4 

27 

5‘4 

Otorrhoea 

5 

TO 

33 

6*6 

Albuminuria 

— 

— 

7 

T4 

Nephritis 

— 

— - 

4 

0‘8 

Rheumatism 

— 

— 

23 

4*6 

Tonsillitis 

— 

— 

13 

2*6 

Suppurating  Adenitis 
(incised) 

Heart  Complications  : 

4 

0*8 

Dilatation 

)  — 

— 

1 

Cardiac  Irreg. 

- 

— 

1 

0*6 

Mitral  Systolic  Murmers 

J- 

— 

1 

There  were  10  ‘return  cases’  (1*81%). 

Three  scarlet  fever  patients  had  positive  diphtheria  throat  swabs. 

Deaths.  The  fatal  cases  were  in  hospital  14,  26,  41,  24  and  25 
days.  One  was  admitted  from  the  Stockton  &  Thornaby  Hospital 
having  had  mastoidectomy  done  before  admission  and  had  marked 
facial  paralysis  on  admission.  Two  patients  had  mastoidectomy  done. 
One  died  three  days  after  and  the  other  four  weeks  after  operation, 
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Diphtheria.  The  maximum  daily  number  of  patients  was  35 
(January  25th),  the  minimum  1 1  (September  7th,  14th)  and  the  average 
21.45.  Excluding  fatal  cases  and  cases  where  the  diagnosis  was 
revised  the  maximum  period  of  stay  was  109  days,  the  minimum  28 
and  the  average  48.5  days.  In  68  cases  the  diagnosis  was  revised  and 
the  figures  which  follow,  except  as  regards  antitoxin,  refer  to  confirmed 
cases  only. 


Complications  occurred  as  follows: 


Complication 

No. 

On  Admission 
Percentage  of 
Admissions 

No. 

After  Admission 
Percentage  of 
Admissions 

Adenitis 

48 

36'0 

6 

4*5 

Rhinitis 

2 

1*5 

1 

0*7 

Otorrhoea 

1 

0*7 

2 

1*5 

Albuminuria 

— 

— 

8 

6*0 

Toxic  Vomiting 

— 

— 

5 

3*7 

Palatal  Paresis 

— 

— - 

11 

8*2 

Facial  Paresis 

— 

— 

5 

3*7 

Tonsillitis 

— 

— 

9 

6*7 

Heart  Complications  : 
Bradycardia  J 

3 

Tachycardia  \ 

— 

— 

1 

19*5 

Cardiac  Irreg.  ) 

— 

— - 

22 

Two  patients  had  tracheotomy  done  and  made  uninterrupted 
recoveries. 

The  fatal  cases  were  admitted  on  the 

3rd,  3rd,  3rd,  5th,  4th,  2nd,  5th,  4th,  6th,  4th  day  of  disease 
and  were  in  hospital 

7  45  7  7  i  J  2  48  8  15  days  respectively. 

196  patients  had  antitoxin  given.  The  total  amount  given  was 
1,776,000  units,  the  maximum  dose  being  30,000  units,  the  minimum 
4,000  units  and  the  average  8,550  units. 

Typhoid  Fever.  One  patient  was  admitted  with  paratyphoid  and 
made  an  uninterrupted  recovery. 
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CANCER 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  being  due  to  this  disease 
was  85,  the  same  as  the  figure  for  last  year.  The  death-rate  from 
the  disease  is  therefore  1  *26  per  1,000  of  population,  compared  with 
1'39  and  1T6  the  average  rates  for  the  five-year  periods  1931-35  and 
1926-30  respectively. 

In  the  following  table  the  deaths  from  the  disease  are  shown 
according  to  the  sex  and  age  period  and  according  to  the  site 
affected. 


Site 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Deaths 

25 

35 

35 

45 

45 

55 

55 

65 

65 

and 

over 

Total 

25 

35 

35 

45 

45 

55 

55 

65 

65 

and 

ovei 

Total 

Buccal  Cavity  and  Pharynx 

— 

— 

i 

4 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

8 

Digest.  Organs  &  Peritoneum 

— 

3 

4 

hr 

7 

14 

28 

— 

2 

5 

2 

14 

23 

51 

Respiratory  Organs 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5 

Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

4 

Other  Female  Genital  Organs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2 

7 

7 

Breast 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

4 

Male  genito-urinary  organs 

_ 

i 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

Other  Sites 

1 

— 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

_  1 

4 

6 

14  ! 

17 

41 

1 

4 

9 

8 

19 

41 

82 

(This  table  is  compiled  from  local  returns  and  is  three  less  than  the  figure  given  by  the  Registi’ar  General, 
who  has  more  complete  information  in  respect  to  some  of  the  cases.) 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

Blind  persons  in  the  Borough  are  under  the  care  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Durham  County  Council  and  no  action  has  yet  been 
taken  by  the  Town  Council  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  for 
the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering 
from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 


34 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  notified 
or  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  year  1937. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Pulmonary  Non-  Total  Pulmonary  Non- 

Pulmonary  New  Pulmonary 

M  F  Tot.  M  F  Tot.  Cases  M  F  Tot.  M  F  Tot. 

Total 
IT  tbs 

0-1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

1-5 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

6 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

6 

5-10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

10-15 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

15-20 

5 

4 

9 

2 

1 

3 

12 

3 

2 

5 

— 

1 

1 

6 

20-25 

4 

4 

8 

— 

2 

2 

10 

1 

2 

3 

— - 

— 

— 

3 

25-35 

6 

10 

16 

1 

1 

2 

18 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

9 

8 

35-45 

6 

6 

12 

1 

2 

3 

15 

3 

6 

9 

— 

1 

1 

10 

45-55 

4 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

55-65 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

05  &  over 

•  3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Totals 

34 

31 

65 

8 

13 

21 

86 

18 

17 

85* 

6 

8 

14* 

49 

#  The  Registrar  General’s  Return  shows  34  Pulmonary 
and  15  non-Pulmonary  deaths. 


The  number  of  pulmonary  cases  notified,  viz.  65,  was  exactly 
the  same  as  the  previous  year,  while  there  was  a  decrease  of  18  in 
the  number  of  non-pulmonory  cases. 

The  case  rates  per  1,000  of  population  for  both  forms  of  the 
disease  for  the  quinquennial  periods  1926-30  and  1931-1935,  also 
the  years  1936  and  1937  are  given  below: 


Year 

Pulmonary 

non-Pulmonary 

Total 

1926-30 

1-17 

0-69 

T86 

1931-35 

100 

0-51 

P51 

1936 

0-97 

0*58 

T55 

1937 

0'97 

0-31 

T28 

35 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
was  eight  less  than  in  the  year  1936,  while  there  were  six  more 
deaths  from  the  non- pulmonary  form. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  from  each  form  of 
the  disease  for  the  years  1936  and  1937,  also  for  the  quinquennial 
periods  1926-30  and  1931-35. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

non- Pulmonary 

Total 

1926-30 

0-88 

0*36 

1*24 

1931-35 

074 

0*20 

0*94 

1936 

0*64 

0*11 

0*75 

1937 

0*52 

0*21 

0*73 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  the  total 
deaths  from  the  disease  was  1  to  10*75  (pulmonary  1  to  16*2  ; 
non-pulmonary  1  to  5*2). 

It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62  ;  or  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  Section  172. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Six  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year.  In  five  cases  the  vision  was  unimpaired  while  one  case  was 
still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  the  cases  were 
treated  at  home  but  were  kept  under  supervision  by  nurses  from 
the  District  Nursing  Association  until  the  condition  cleared  up. 


SECTION  G.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  following  tables,  Nos.  1  and  2,  show  the  attendances  at  the 
Child  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Centres  during  the  year  1937,  compared 
with  the  totals  for  1936. 

27,894  attendances  were  made  at  the  Centres,  compared  with 
27,710  for  the  previous  year. 

777  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  or  64%  of  the  live  births 
registered  attended  the  Centres  for  the  first  time  during  the  year. 
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Attendances  at  Centres,  1937.  Table  1. 


Months 

Centres 

Ante-natal 

Total 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

No.  4 

No.  5 

No.  1 

No.  2 

January 

308 

698 

369 

324 

217 

90 

43 

2049 

February 

320 

765 

372 

363 

260 

90 

45 

2215 

March 

334 

710 

382 

296 

182 

69 

57 

2030 

April 

313 

821 

426 

457 

306 

125 

63 

2511 

May 

206 

671 

368 

333 

274 

99 

31 

1982 

June 

446 

867 

398 

327 

337 

110 

35 

2520 

July 

352 

878 

467 

447 

388 

158 

32 

2720 

August 

301 

760 

366 

220 

337 

95 

27 

2106 

September  ... 

455 

826 

450 

521 

359 

167 

32 

2810 

October 

400 

743 

480 

400 

415 

148 

61 

2647 

November  ... 

344 

885 

550 

396 

308 

165 

48 

2696 

December 

311 

467 

240 

231 

202 

143 

14 

1608 

Total 

4090 

9091 

4866 

4315 

3585 

1459 

488 

27894 

Total  1936  ... 

4224 

9379 

4916 

3930 

3329 

1406 

526 

27710 

Average  At¬ 
tendance  per 
Session,  1937 

83*5 

97-8 

101-3 

86-3 

73-2 

29-8 

19-5 

77-12 

Average  At¬ 
tendance  per 
Session,  1936 

84-5 

100-8 

102-4 

81-8 

67-9 

29-3 

21.0 

76-76 

Excluding  the  Ante-Natal  Centres,  the  average  attendance  per  session 
was  89 '78,  compared  with  89 ’5  the  corresponding  figure  for  the  previous 

year. 
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Attendances  at  Centres,  1937.  Table  2. 


ANTE-NATAL  TOTAL 


No.  of 
Month  Births 
Notified 

Under 
1  yr. 

INFANTS 

Primary 

Over  Total  Under 
1  yr.  1  yr. 

Repeat 

Over 

1  yr. 

Total 

ATTENDANCES 

Pri-  Re-  Total 
inary  peat 

ATTENDANCES 

1937  1936 

Jan. 

102 

69 

16 

85 

926 

905 

1831 

24 

109 

133 

2049 

2220 

Feb. 

104 

66 

8 

74 

1046 

960 

2006 

23 

112 

135 

2215 

2275 

March 

115 

54 

4 

58 

961 

885 

1846 

21 

105 

126 

2030 

2799 

April 

114 

61 

11 

72 

1147 

1104 

2251 

32 

156 

188 

2511 

2207 

May 

121 

65 

7 

72 

945 

835 

1780 

17 

113 

130 

1982 

2443 

Jane 

114 

85 

21 

106 

1194 

1075 

2269 

20 

125 

1 45 

2520 

2275 

July 

102 

80 

23 

103 

1201 

1226 

2427 

33 

157 

190 

2720 

2551 

Aug. 

112 

71 

8 

79 

1020 

885 

1905 

19 

103 

122 

2106 

1889 

Sept. 

104 

73 

14 

87 

1213 

1311 

2524 

38 

161 

199 

2810 

2456 

Oct. 

113 

68 

10 

78 

1147 

1213 

2360 

43 

166 

209 

2647 

2431 

Nov. 

90 

49 

11 

60 

1125 

1298 

2423 

31 

182 

213 

2696 

2447 

Dec. 

105 

36 

4 

40 

641 

770 

1411 

14 

143 

157 

1608 

1717 

Total 

1937  1296  777  137  914  12566  12467  25033  315  1632  1947  27894  — 


1936  1330  798  103  901  13069  11808  24877  302  1630  1932  —  27710 
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HOME  VISITS  PAID  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS,  1937. 


To  Infants 
i  year 

under 

To 

Children 

To  expectant 
Mothers 

Total  Visits  Paid 

Month 

First 

Visits 

Total 

1-5  yrs 
Total 

First 

Visits 

Total 

l937 

1936 

January 

83 

345 

775 

22 

45 

1165 

1236 

February 

76 

324 

683 

19 

52 

1059 

1228 

March 

89 

379 

774 

13 

58 

1211 

1314 

April 

103 

504 

974 

17 

60 

1538 

1118 

May 

103 

399 

893 

23 

39 

1331 

1337 

June 

87 

382 

805 

15 

35 

1222 

979 

July 

99 

439 

970 

26 

56 

1465 

1262 

August 

96 

318 

579 

12 

33 

930 

1171 

September 

86 

351 

749 

15 

42 

1142 

1117 

October 

94 

366 

697 

18 

52 

1115 

1390 

November 

87 

436 

962 

12 

39 

1437 

1166 

December 

66 

326 

786 

16 

42 

1154 

1088 

Total  1937 

1069 

4569 

9647 

208 

553 

14,769  — 

Total  1936 

1150 

4997 

8906 

194 

503 

—  14,406 
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Distribution  of  Milk  and  Foods  at  Centres.  During  the  year, 
3,983  lbs.  of  dried  milk  were  sold  at  cost  price  ;  7,689  lbs.  at  half 
cost,  and  988  lbs.  were  supplied  free,  a  total  of  12,660  lbs.  17,072 
pints  of  wet  milk  were  also  supplied  free. 

In  addition,  a  large  quantity  of  cod  liver  oil  and  other 
vitamin  preparations  were  supplied  either  free  or  at  cost  price  at 
the  ante-natal  and  child  welfare  centres. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

86  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year  1937,  an 
increase  of  25  on  last  year’s  figure.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is, 
therefore,  71  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  a  rate  of  47  for  1936 
and  with  58  and  62,  the  rates  for  England  &  Wales  and  the  125 
County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  respectively,  for  the  year  1937. 
Last  year’s  rate  was  exceptionally  low  and  it  was  not  anticipated  that 
this  could  be  maintained.  Increases  in  the  deaths  for  the  year  1937 
are  in  the  pneumonia,  diarrhoea  and  premature  birth  groups  of 
conditions,  all  of  which  show  substantial  rises  on  last  year’s  figures. 

There  were  46  deaths  at  ages  under  four  weeks,  giving  a  neo¬ 
natal  mortality  rate  of  38,  compared  with  36  and  27  the  number  and 
rate  for  the  year  1936. 

The  still-birth  rate  for  the  year  was  39  per  1,000  total  births, 
compared  with  35  for  the  year  1936. 

The  following  table  shows  the  infantile  mortality  classified 
according  to  age  period  and  cause  of  death  during  the  year  1937. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1937. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  to 

3  months 

3  months  to 

6  months 

6  months  to 

9  months 

9  months  to 

12  months 

Total  under 

12  months 

12  months  to 

15  months 

15  months  to 

18  months 

18  months  to 

21  months 

21  months  to 

24  months 

Total  under 

2  years 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

.  •  • 

... 

Measles 

... 

... 

1  ••• 

... 

1 

2 

3 

... 

1 

... 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

. . . 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

. . . 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Convulsions 

. . . 

... 

2 

2 

3 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

6 

1 

1 

8 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

. . . 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

13 

4 

4 

2 

2 

25 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

3 

5 

1 

.  .  . 

6 

Enteritis 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

8 

Gastritis 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

. . . 

♦  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Syphilis 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

i 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Rickets 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  * 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Atelectasis 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  *  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

4 

2 

.  .  . 

6 

2 

.  .  . 

8 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

8 

Premature  Birth  ... 

22 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

24 

... 

1 

24 

24 

Atrophy,  Debility  &  Marasmus 

... 

2 

. .. 

o 

.  .  . 

2 

.... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Inanition 

.  .  . 

...  j 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Overlaying  ...  ...) 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Want  of  Attention  at  Birth 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

...  | 

.  .  . 

Other  Causes 

3 

2 

2 

; 

7 

.  .  . 

7 

2 

1 

1 

11 

Violence 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

«  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Totals 

31 

9 

5 

1 

46 

6 

8 

13 

13 

86 

1 

10 

1 

10 

o 

LJ 

4 

112 
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ANTE-NATAL  CENTRES 


383  expectant  mothers  attended  the  ante-natal  centres  provided 
by  the  Corporation  during  the  year  1937,  making  1947  attendances. 
Including  the  mothers  who  booked  at  the  Robson  Maternity  Home 
and  attended  the  ante-natal  centre  which  is  held  by  the  Matron,  the 
number  of  women  receiving  ante-natal  care  at  Corporation  Centres 
constituted  59*5%  of  the  total  births  registered,  an  increase  of  5%  on 
last  year’s  figures. 


The  average  attendance  per  session  at  the  ante-natal  centres 
for  each  quarter  of  the  year,  was  as  follows: 


No  1  Centre 

No.  2  Centre 

Total 

1st  Quarter 

22*6 

24*2 

23*2 

2nd  ,, 

25*7 

18*4 

23.15 

3rd 

32*3 

15*2 

26*9 

4th  ,, 

38*0 

20*5 

32*2 

Year 

30*0 

19*5 

26*3 

Since  the  Corporation  Scheme  for  the  employment  of  domiciliary 
municipal  midwives  was  inaugurated,  the  number  of  expectant  mothers 
attending  the  ante-natal  centres  has  shown  a  steady  increase.  At 
No.  1  Centre  particularly,  the  number  attending  is  considerably  more 
than  can  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  The  accommodation  provided  at 
the  Centre  is  inconvenient  and  cannot  readily  be  adapted  for  satisfac¬ 
tory  work.  The  Ministry  of  Health  also  considers  the  introduction  of 
post  -  natal  clinics  an  urgent  necessity  but  until  the  staff  and  accom¬ 
modation  are  available  it  is  not  possible  to  do  anything  in  this  direction. 


The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  cases  attending 
the  ante-natal  centres  during  the  year  : 
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Preg¬ 

nancy 

Delivery 

Normal  Instrfu; 

mental 

Stillborn 

Caesarian 

Section 

Induced 

Labeur 

Abort¬ 

ion 

Miscarr¬ 

iage 

Not 

Pregn  ’  t 

Not 

Deliv  ’  d 

Left 

District 

Total 

1st 

30 

14 

(5) 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

22 

4 

78 

2nd 

51 

2 

(2) 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

22 

1 

82 

3rd 

33 

4 

(1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

20 

— 

59 

4th 

28 

3 

(2) 

— 

1 

1 

1 

9 

11 

1 

48 

5th 

25 

1 

(2) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

9 

— 

39 

6th 

13 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

19 

7th 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

20 

8th 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

— 

15 

9th 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

10  th 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

11th 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

12  th 

3 

— 

(2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

13th 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

14th 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

1 

18th 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

207 

25 

(14) 

4 

5 

2 

2 

14 

110 

hr 

i 

376 

The  defects  found  at  the  ante-natal  centres  were  as  follows  : 


Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  118 

Dental  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  51 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  9 

Varicose  Veins  ...  ...  ...  29 

Vomiting  ...  ...  ...  53 


Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism  ...  2 

Many  of  the  women  attending  the  centres  were  found  to  be  very 
anaemic  at  their  first  visit  but  after  a  few  weeks  on  Adexolin  and 
Colact  it  is  surprising  to  see  the  change  that  takes  place.  The  women 
themselves  say  that  they  feel  better  and  brighter.  In  cases  of  vomiting 
calcium  in  tablet  form  has  been  given  and  where  cramp  is  troublesome 
the  same  tablets  are  given  with  great  success.  Patients  suffering  from 
varicose  veins  are  supplied  with  bandages. 
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MUNICIPAL  MIDWIVES 


The  Corporation  scheme  for  the  employment  of  domiciliary 
municipal  midvives  came  into  operation  on  August  9th,  1937.  Eight 
midwives  were  appointed  at  a  salary  of  ^200  per  annum  plus  £\Q 
out  of  pocket  expenses.  The  fees  charged  for  the  services  of  these 
midwives  are  —  35/-  when  acting  as  a  midwife  and  30 /-  when  acting 
as  a  maternity  nurse.  Each  midwife  books  her  own  cases  and,  as  far 
as  possible,  collects  her  own  fees.  Patients  are  allowed  free  choice  of 
a  midwife  so  far  as  this  can  be  arranged. 

To  the  end  of  1937,  these  midwives  had  attended  211  cases,  180 
as  midwives  and  31  as  maternity  nurses. 

SUPERVISION  OF  MIDWIVES 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1937,  21  midwives  were  practising  in  the 
Borough.  This  figure  is  made  up  as  follows  : 


Domiciliary  midwives  in  private  practice  ...  ...  7 

Domiciliary  municipal  midwives  ...  ...  ...  8 

At  Robson  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  4 

At  Public  Assistance  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

At  private  Nursing  Home  .. •  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  number  of  cases  attended  by  these  midwives  was  as  follows  : 


Domiciliary 

Cases 

Cases  in 
Institutions 

Total 

Employed  by  the  Council 

— as  midwives 

180* 

317 

497 

— as  maternity  nurses 

31* 

51 

82 

In  Private  Practice 

— as  midwives 

520 

— 

520 

— as  maternity  nurses 

137 

19 

156 

Totals 

— as  midwives 

700 

317 

1017 

— as  maternity  nurses 

168 

70 

238 

Total  cases  attended 

868 

387 

1255 

*  From  August  9th  to  end  of 

year. 
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During  the  year,  medical  help  was  sent  for  in  emergency  by 
midwives  on  454  occasions.  The  percentage  of  births  attended  by 
midwives  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  call  in  medical  aid  was  36T7. 
The  corresponding  percentage  for  the  Robson  Maternity  Home  was 
27‘66. 


373  accounts  were  received  from  doctors  in  respect  of  fees  for 
attendance  on  cases  in  which  they  had  been  summoned  by  midwives. 
These  accounts  totalled  ,£"589,  a  decrease  of  ^49  on  the  figure  for  last 
year.  In  140  cases,  the  whole  or  portion  of  the  fee,  amounting  in  all 
to  ,£"141,  was  recommended  for  collection  from  the  patient. 

In  addition  to  the  454  notices  summoning  medical  aid,  the 
following  notices  were  received  from  midwives  during  the  year  : 


Death  of  child 

... 

28 

Stillbirth 

... 

23 

Laying  out  dead  body 

... 

14 

Liability  to  be  a  source 

of  infection 

30 

Artificial  feeding 

•  •  •  •  e  • 

22 

10  inspections  of  midwives  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

♦ 

ROBSON  MATERNITY  HOME 

During  1937  the  accommodation  at  the  Home  was  fully  occupied, 
the  percentage  of  beds  occupied  being  95‘04,  compared  with  87.3  the 
percentage  for  the  previous  year. 

The  fee  charged  remains  at  35/-  for  a  period  of  14*6  days  which 
was  the  average  duration  of  stay  of  patients  for  the  year  1937. 
Emergency  cases  are  admitted  from  Billingham  Urban  District  under 
agreement  with  the  Durham  County  Council,  at  a  fee  of  ^*3-3-0  per 
week  per  patient. 

Progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  preparation  of  the 
plans  for  a  new  maternity  home  of  30  beds  which  is  to  be  built  on  a 
site  of  about  four  acres  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Borough. 
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Information  as  to  the  working  of  the  Home  for  the  year  1937 
is  summarised  below: 

Number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  during  the  year  368 
Average  duration  of  stay  ...  ...  ...  14‘6  days 

Number  of  cases  delivered  by  : 

(a)  Midwives  ...  ..  ...  300 

(b)  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  was 

sought  by  a  midwife  in  emergency  ...  ...  83 

Number  of  cases  notified  as  : 

(a)  puerperal  fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum  ...  3 

Number  of  infants  not  entirely  breast  fed  while  in 

the  Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neonatorum  Nil 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cause  of  death  ..  ...  anaesthetic  pneumonia 

Number  of  Infant  deaths  : 

(a)  stillborn  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  within  10  days  of  birth  ...  ...  14 

Cause  of  death  in  each  : 

(a)  Macerated  •••  2  (b)  Prematurity  ...  8 

Locked  Twins  ...  2  Inanition  ...  1 

Intra  Cranial  Spina  Bifida  2 

Haemorrhage  ...  2  Difficult  delivery  1 

Early  Rupture  of  Vomiting  ...  1 

Membranes  •••  1  Toxaemia  ...  1 

Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Departments...  ...  2937 

Examined  and  re-examined  ...  ...  ...  1791 

Eleven  pupils  sat  for  the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  and  10  obtained  the  Certificate. 
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TRAINING  OF  MIDWIVES 


New  Rules  for  the  training  of  midwives  have  been  introduced 
by  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  These  Rules  double  the  length  of 
training  to  be  undertaken  by  both  trained  nurses  and  untrained 
women.  The  training  is  divided  into  two  periods.  The  first  period 
must  be  taken  in  large  hospitals  and  consists  of  18  months  in  the 
case  of  an  untrained  person  and  six  months  in  the  case  of  a  trained 
nurse.  The  second  period  of  training  is  taken  jn  the  smaller 
maternity  homes  and  includes  a  certain  amount  of  district  work. 
This  second  period  of  training  is  of  six  months  duration  in  each 
case. 


The  Robson  Maternity  Home  has  been  approved  for  the 
training  of  six  pupils  at  one  time  for  the  second  period  of  training. 
The  Matron  of  the  Home  has  been  approved  as  a  teacher  of  pupil 
midwives  and  two  of  the  Municipal  Midwives  have  been  approved 
as  District  Teachers. 

When  the  new  Maternity  Home  is  built,  better  facilities  will 
be  provided  for  the  training  of  pupils  than  can  be  provided  under 
present  conditions. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 

Swine  Movement  Order,  1922.  During  the  year  1937  the 
following  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  order,  compared 
with  the  figures  for  the  two  previous  years. 

Number  of  Licences  issued.  Number  of  Swine  moved. 


1937 

1936 

1935 

1937 

1936 

1935 

Fat  Swine 

1,861 

1,977 

1,843 

22,871 

20,763 

15,429 

Store  ,, 

1,327 

1,468 

1,467 

9,730 

12,302 

10,657 

Totals  . . 

.  3,188 

3,445 

3,310 

32,601 

33,065 

26,086 

Licences  issued  for  the  movement  of  swine  out  of  the  Borough 
were  as  follows  : 


Number  of  Licences  issued. 

Numbe 

r  of  Swine 

moved. 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1937 

1936 

1935 

Fat  Swine 

1,345 

1,550 

1,205 

17,006 

15,937 

10,066 

Store  „ 

1,110 

1,197 

1,211 

8,125 

9,903 

9,159 

Totals  ... 

2,455 

2,747 

2,416 

25,131 

25,840 

19,225 
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Licences  received  for  swine  brought  into  the  Borough  were 


as  follows  : 

Number  of  Licences 

received. 

Number 

of  Swine  moved. 

1937  1936 

1935 

1937 

1936 

1935 

Fat  Swine 

240  341 

346 

2,847 

3,019 

2,519 

Store  ,, 

59  79 

44 

666 

1,018 

377 

Totals  ... 

299  420 

390 

3,513 

4,037 

2,896 

Swine  Fever.  The  vear 

has  been 

remarkable 

in  that 

not  a 

single  case  of  swine  fever  has  occurred. 

Sheep  Scab.  Contacts  from  six  outbreaks  of  sheep  scab, 
numbering  63  sheep,  were  brought  into  the  Borough.  58  sheep  from 
four  outbreaks  were  exposed  in  the  Cattle  Market,  four  weekly 
markets  being  affected.  The  sheep  were  all  traced  and  either  double 
dipped  or  slaughtered. 

Sheep  (Movement  into  Scotland  and  Northumberland)  Order  of  1933. 

26  licences,  covering  634  sheep  and  lambs  were  issued  up  to 
August  14th  and  from  this  date  the  Order  was  revoked. 


importation  of  Animals  Act,  1922.  No  imported  cattle  were 
brought  into  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order,  1928,  and  other  Quarantine 
Orders.  Four  notifications  were  received  from  the  Customs  Officers 
of  ships  arriving  with  dogs  on  board.  These  were  all  effectively 
kept  on  board  during  their  stay  and  all  left  with  their  ships. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease.  No  outbreaks  occurred  in  the  Borough 
but  1 1  cattle,  15  sheep  and  18  pigs  were  brought  in  which  had  been 
in  contact  with  affected  animals  at  Duns  Market.  These  in  turn 
were  mixed  with  a  further  14  cattle,  51  sheep  and  33  pigs. 
Fortunately  all  these  animals  were  fat  and  intended  for  slaughter 
They  were  all  slaughtered,  the  slaughterhouses  and  lairs  disinfected 
all  droppings  and  litter  mixed  with  lime,  and  no  further  trouble 
arose. 


Anthrax.  No  case  of  anthrax  occured  in  the  Borough  but  three 
hides  from  two  outbreaks  were  brought  in.  On  receipt  of  a  telephone 
message  of  the  confirmation  of  the  disease  immediate  steps  were 
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taken  for  the  thorough  disinfection  of  the  hides  and  to  safeguard 
the  persons  wiio  might  have  handled  them. 

Conveyance  of  Live  Poultry  Order,  1911. 

Packing  Materials  Order,  1925. 

Movement  of  Animals  (Records)  Order. 

Movement  of  Animals  by  Road  Vehicles  (Records)  Order. 
Importation  of  Meat  (Wrapping  Materials)  Order  of  1922. 
Destructive  Insect  and  Pest  Order,  1936. 

Warble  Fly  (Dressing  of  Cattle)  Order,  1936. 

Poultry  Market  and  Receptacles  (Disinfection)  Order,  1936. 

Fowl  Pest  Order,  1936. 

These  Orders  have  been  satisfactorily  carr  ied  out  during  the 

vear. 

j 

No  cases  of  Parasitic  Mange,  Glanders,  Farcy  or  Sheep  Pox 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Transit  and  General  Order.  The  cleansing  of  cattle  trucks, 
boxes,  storage  pens,  road  vehicles  and  yard  has  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out  bv  the  L.  &  N.E.  Railway  Co.  and  other  persons  during 
the  vear. 

Cattle  Market.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
animals  which  passed  through  the  Cattle  Market  during  the  year 
1937,  compared  with  figures  for  the  two  preceeding  years. 


1937 

1936 

1935 

Milch  Cows 

619 

713 

534 

Fat  Cattle 

9169 

8838 

7698 

Grazing  Cattle 

336 

487 

202 

Calves 

2652 

3452 

3358 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

25001 

28541 

28564 

Swine 

32601 

32267 

26086 

Totals 

70378 

74298 

66442 
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APPENDIX 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality,  in  the  Year  1937 

England  &  Wales,  125  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns,  148  Smaller  Towns, 

London  &  Stockton-on-Tees 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  STOCKTON-ON-TEES, 

19S7. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  ... 

1 

840 

438 

402 

1 — Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

_ 

- 

2 — Measles 

6 

2 

4 

3 — Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

2 

4 — Whooping  cough 

4 

3 

i 

5— Diphtheria  ... 

9 

5 

4 

6 — Influenza 

24 

16 

8 

7 — Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

— 

1 

8 — Cerebro-spinal  fever... 

1 

1 

g — Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system 

34 

17 

17 

10 — Other  tuberculosis 

15 

7 

8 

11 —  Syphilis 

12—  General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 

1 

1 

— 

tabes,  &c. 

— 

— 

— 

13 — Cancer 

85 

43 

42 

14— Diabetes 

12 

7 

5 

15 — Cerebral  haemorrhage 

45 

23 

22 

16— Heart  Disease 

201 

94 

1 07 

17 — Aneurysm  ... 

— 

— 

— 

18 — Other  circulatory  diseases 

37 

22 

15 

19 — Bronchitis  ... 

3° 

16 

14 

20 — Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

61 

37 

24 

21  —  Other  respiratory  diseases- 

9 

5 

4 

22 — Peptic  ulcer 

4 

3 

1 

23  —  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

1 2 

8 

4 

24 — Appendicitis 

7 

5 

2 

25 — Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

— 

26— Other  liver  diseases  ... 

6 

2 

4 

27 — Other  digestive  diseases 

28 

1 1 

17 

28 — Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

20 

H 

15 

29— Puerperal  sepsis 

1 

— 

1 

30 — Other  puerperal  causes 

2 

— 

2 

31 — Congenital  debility,  premature 

birth,  malformations.  &c. 

44 

20 

24 

32 — Senility 

3i 

12 

19 

33 — Suicide 

10 

8 

2 

34 — Other  violence 

37 

28 

9 

35  —  Other  defined  causes 

46 

24 

22 

36 — Ill-defined  or  unknown  causes... 

4 

3 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No,  35 

above)  — 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year — 

Total 

86 

47 

39 

Legitimate  ... 

82 

47 

35 

Illegitimate... 

4 

— 

4 

Live  Births — Total 

1212 

646 

566 

Legitimate  ... 

1150 

616 

534 

Illegitimate... 

62 

30 

32 

Still  Births — Total 

49 

27 

22 

Legitimate  ... 

48 

26 

22 

Illegitimate... 

1 

1 

— 

Population 


67,170. 


